
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Eagle eNews is a monthly online newsletter featuring articles, letters from 
the Grand Worthy President and Grand Madam President, letters to the 
editor, local contribution highlights and more.  
 
You can find all this information on our Web site or in this monthly recap of 
eNews. 
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YOUNG ARTISTS DISPLAY HOMETOWN PRIDE IN FOE ART CONTEST 

The winners are in for the 32nd Annual “What I Like Best About My Hometown” Art Contest, 

sponsored by the Grand Aerie Programs & Activities Department. This year’s competition 

included more than 1,000 entries representing 64 Aeries/Auxiliaries.  

Samantha Hanson, a fifth grader from Willmar, Minnesota, won “Best of Show” with an entry 

depicting the diversity within her hometown. Samantha was awarded $500.  

Category prizes were presented to students in the third through sixth grades, with $200 for first place, $100 for 

second place, $75 for third place and $50 for fourth place. The winners in each category are listed below:  

6th Grade 

1st Place  Anya Spencer  Kemmerer, Wyoming  

2nd Place  Jenna Ruth  Owensboro, Kentucky  

3rd Place  Addison Crevistion-Leruk Stagdill  Valley City, North Dakota  

4th Place  Emily Willis  Owensboro, Kentucky  

5th Grade 

1st Place  Sarah Ann Silvia  North Vancouver, British Columbia  

2nd Place  Tra Johnson  Clinton, Missouri  

3rd Place  Timothy Guerriero  Ormond Beach, Florida  

4th Place  Katie Fitzsimmons  West Vancouver, British Columbia  
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4th Grade 

1st Place  Ingris Figenskau  Spicer, Minnesota  

2nd Place  Chad Berry  Perry, Maine  

3rd Place  Tori Stagdill  Shenandoah, Iowa  

4th Place  Blackhawk Jones  Barton, North Dakota  

3rd Grade 

1st Place  Layla Abusad  Ormond Beach, Florida  

2nd Place  Brenden Gray  North Vancouver, British Columbia  

3rd Place  Levi Akerson  Willmar, Minnesota  

4th Place  Taylor Gulley  Marceline, Missouri  

Entries were judged by Jan Fedorenko, principal at Hanby Arts Magnet School in Westerville, Ohio. Judging was 

based on each entry’s appropriateness, originality and the student’s artistic ability.  

“Entry content this year was as varied as the hometowns where the young artists live,” said Nicole Potter, 

coordinator, FOE Programs & Activities Department. “The entries reflect the pride these children have in their 

communities.”  

Winning entries will be on display at the International Convention in Louisville.  



 

CONVENTION PROMISES SPECTACULAR ENTERTAINMENT, 
INFORMATIVE WORKSHOPS 

Star-studded entertainment and a renowned motivational speaker will headline the 110th Grand Aerie/57th Grand 

Auxiliary International Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. A variety of educational sessions are also scheduled, 

ranging from Website and MMS training to a Junior Order of Eagles session and Ritual and Parliamentary 

workshops.  

The Convention will kick off on Sunday with the “Welcome to Louisville” show featuring superstar Eagle member Billy 

Ray Cyrus. Other performers slated include 17-year-old country music sensation Trey Hensley and Buzz Sutherland, 

named “Comedian of the Year” by America’s Colleges and Universities a record 16 times.  

Joint Opening Session will Prove Patriotic, Inspirational  

Monday begins with the Joint Opening Session, featuring James Rogers singing 

“Where Eagles Fly,” the theme song he composed specifically for the Fraternal 

Order of Eagles. The song will be accented by the majestic flight of Mr. Lincoln, 

the magnificent eagle that serves as the FOE Aerie and Auxiliary mascot.  

 

Leadership expert John Maxwell will keynote the session, inviting Eagle members to embark on a journey of personal 

growth during his two-hour leadership/motivational program. Maxwell, who has authored 50-plus books, will focus on 

the five levels of leadership to “develop the leader within you.”  

There will be plenty of celebrating and socializing during the Grand Auxiliary Banquet Monday evening, with a 

performance by singing sensation Ronnie McDowell, who dazzled the world with his heartfelt tribute to Elvis Presley, 

“The King is Gone.” James Rogers is also on the program as part of the banquet.  

Banquet, Luncheon will Feature Top Performers  

With several workshops offered on Tuesday, the spotlight will turn to the Mr. and Mrs. Banquet that evening with the 

presentation of grants to the various charities supported by specific FOE funds. Contribution totals will also be 

announced for the Grand Worthy President and Grand Madam President charities.  



Popular Las Vegas impressionist Andre-Phillippe Gagnon will receive top billing as a banquet entertainer, awing the 

audience with his famous “1,000” voices. He will be joined by sequined Las Vegas performer, Wes Winters, pianist 

extraordinaire and Liberace tribute artist, and comedian Russ Merlin, who appeared on “The Tonight Show” and 

performed for the Queen of England.  

The REAC Luncheon on Wednesday will feature country legend “Whispering Bill Anderson,” 

a top performer in the country music industry for more than 50 years. Anderson is not only a 

million-selling recording artist but a game show host and Grand Ol’ Opry star.  

 

More Great Opportunities  

Other Convention highlights include a presentation of the Eagles Memorial Foundation family; the International God, 

Flag and Country Competition; the installation of the new Grand Aerie/Auxiliary Officers; and the President’s 

Reception.  

The All-Eagle Talent Show will be held on Thursday, starring our own gifted performers. Eagle members may enter 

as groups or individuals in the vocal, instrumental, comedy and variety categories  

“As always, the International Convention promises to be a fun and enlightening experience for everyone,” said Chuck 

Cunningham, Grand Secretary. “The Convention is always a great time to meet new people, renew friendships and 

learn more about programs and opportunities available through the Fraternal Order of Eagles.”  

This year’s Convention will be held at The Galt House, which is located along Louisville’s historic riverfront. Eagle 

members may register for the Convention until the day the event begins.  

  



“GET TO THE POINT” ENCOURAGES AERIE/AUXILIARY TEAMWORK 

Twenty-six aeries/auxiliaries qualified for prizes in the “Get to the Point” campaign, with four Aeries/Auxiliaries 

conducting activities in all twelve areas. “Get to the Point” offers prizes to encourage Aeries and Auxiliaries to work 

together to promote new programs.  

Points are awarded for activities in the following three areas:  

Youth Programs 

� Child Advocacy Day  

� God, Flag and Country Children’s Art Contest  

� Youth Sport Sponsorship  

� JOE (already have one or form one)  

Fraternal 

� Founder’s Day  

� Mother’s day  

� Reenrollment Campaign  

� Bulletin Contest  

Charitable 

� GWP Charity  

� GMP Charity  

� Charity Function  

Each activity has a point value. When Aeries/Auxiliaries host a specific activity, they submit bulletins, pictures, 

newspaper articles, etc. detailing the activity and in return, the Grand Aerie sends a 5 point sticker to place on their 

poster.  

“Some points are easier for Aeries and Auxiliaries to earn,” said Janet Baker, FOE program coordinator. “If, for 

example, the Aerie and Auxiliary already have a Junior Order of Eagles, they will automatically receive five points.”  

“Get to the Point” is a year long program continuing from June 1 to May 31, with qualifying Aeries and Auxiliaries 

selecting the award they want to receive. The prizes awarded are listed below:  



Points  Prize  

25  Plaque with Aerie/Auxiliary number, city and state  

45  Etched mirror with Aerie/Auxiliary number  

60  Set of 72 glasses etched with Aerie/Auxiliary number  

With the “Get to the Point” program already in progress for 2009, Baker encourages Aeries and Auxiliaries to get 

involved.  

“We hope the program will grow bigger and bigger every year,” Baker said. “Get to the Point provides a fun way for 

Aeries and Auxiliaries to reach out to their communities, grow their membership and support FOE charity functions.”  

Baker indicated the prizes awarded will remain the same during 2009.  

Eleven Aeries/Auxiliaries completed enough activities to receive awards this year. Those Aeries/Auxiliaries 

are as follows:  

Four Aeries/Auxiliaries completed all twelve activities and will receive a set of 72 glasses etched with their 

Aerie/Auxiliary number. 

Meadville, PA #429  

Atlanta, GA # 714  

Shelbyville, IN # 766  

St. Mary’s, GA #4379  

One Aerie received 45 points by completing nine activities and qualified for the etched Aerie/Auxiliary number 

mirror.  

Glouster, OH #468  

Six Aeries/Auxiliaries held five activities for a total of 25 points and will receive a personalized plaque for their 

Aerie.  

Brookville, PA #983  



Wells, ND #3080  

Tri-City, TN #3429  

Shenandoah, IA #3849  

Barnesville, OH #4252  

Lock Haven, PA #4298  

 This information can also be found at www.foe.com. Click on eNews and continue to Articles.  



 

 

 

Guthrie, OK 

On June 20th and 21st, Oklahoma Aerie/Auxiliary 4070 and the 

4070 Eagle Riders hosted the 7th Annual Jimbo Moddrell rally 

reaing a total of $16,000 for Make Promises Happen Camp. 

 

 

 

Frederick, MD 

GWP John Potter and wife, Zuby visited Frederick Aerie on 

Monday May 26th, 2008 for his very first official visit into 

Maryland.  

Pictured are: Diana Booth, Madam President - Aux 1067, GWP 

John; Zuby Potter; Tommy Booth - Aerie 1067 Trustee; Robbie 

Wilson, PWP 1067, Maryland State Officer.  

Arizona 

Tammy Gilbert, a charter member of East Mesa #4508, received 

one of eight scholarships from the Arizona Past State Madam 

Presidents and Ten Year Secretaries Club during the Arizona 

State Convention in June. She is studying language arts with an 

emphasis in sign language interpretation.  

Pictured left to right Tammy Gilbert and PSMP Reita Rimbey 

 

Local Donations 
 



 

Bozeman, MT 

Thank you to the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Bozeman Area #326 

for granting The American Diabetes Association, Montana Area a 

$2000 grant. The grant will go to support the American Diabetes 

Association, Montana Youth Retreat scholarship fund for 

children/teens who need financial assistance to attend the 

American Diabetes Association, Montana Youth Retreat, July 31-

August 3, hosted at Camp on the Boulder.  

Chris McLaughlin, member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Bozeman Area #326 was a past attendee of the 

American Diabetes Association camp and as a youth received scholarships from the Fraternal Order of Eagles to 

attend. Now as a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles he is able to give back by supporting the American 

Diabetes Association Youth Retreat scholarship fund. www.diabetes.org or www.foe.com Thank you helping us get 

the word out.  

Carlisle, PA 

On Monday night, June, 2, 2008, Jake and Tana Cassell were 

installed as the 2008-2009 Carlisle #1299 Aerie and Auxiliary 

Presidents. Following the installation ceremonies, Jake 

donated his hair to the Max Baer Heart Fund. He raised 

$900.00 for his charity in one night.  

 

 

Wakeman, OH 

A total of $3,000 was raised by members of Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 

4354 who participated in the Poker Walk for the Fisher-Titus 

Mammogram Fund. Alice Martin organized the event for the 

Eagles.  

Shown with Michele Skinn of Fisher-Titus are co-organizers Patty Roesch, Jackie Krupp and Barb Harsar.  



 

 

Montgomery, WV 

Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 1040 members Greg and Gina Pauley 

hosted the fourth annual Harry White Memorial Horseshoe 

Tournament at their home. Businesses, individuals and friends of 

the Eagles contributed food and door prizes for the all day event 

that raised $2,814 for the American Diabetes Association in 

memory of Harry White.  

Greg Pauley is shown on the right presenting certificates to tournament winners Brett Taylor and John Workman.  

Aurora, MO  

Eagles Auxiliary 3948 presented its first annual Henry Garoutte 

Memorial Scholarship to John Boatwright. "The $500 scholarship 

is named after a charter member of Aurora Aerie 3948 who was 

avidly interested in helping our youth," said Madam Secretary 

Vicki Cornelius.  

John Boatwright won the scholarship after he raised $10,000 as 

part of his Eagle Scout project to erect a monument in the city 

square honoring the two fallen soldiers from Aurora. The 

monument is pictured.  

 

Hamilton, OH  

The Greater Cincinnati Cystic Fibrosis Foundation received a 

donation of $1,000 from Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 407. The check 

was presented to Annemarie Barnett by Worthy President Russ 

Proffitt and Madam President Tammy Feltner.  

 



Port Charlotte, FL  

The last Labor Day Blow-Out sponsored by Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 

3296 resulted in a donation of $15,000 to St. Jude Children's 

Research Hospital in Memphis. The day-long event featured 

breakfast, a car awash, auction, luncheon, jewelry sale and 

raffles, according to Madam President Claire Achey.  

Pictured, front row: Bob Wilson. Second row, l-r: Mary Suyak, Debbie Anderson, Joanie Summers, Claire Achey. Row 

Three: Donna Moss, Ed Suyak, Jim Moss, Ricke Ford, Barbara Clem, Mark Scherer, John Tracey. Not shown: Dave 

Newton, Diane Tarcey, Nancy and Greg Gregoire.  

St. Marys, GA  

Members of Eagles Auxiliary 4379 presented Grand Madam 

President Margaret Cox with a donation of $1,000 for her 

special project, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in 

Memphis, when the Eagle leader visited recently. Another 

$500 donation went to the American Eagle Foundation in 

Pigeon Forge, TN.  

Shown with Grand Madam President Margaret (center) are Madam Vice President Sharon Slaton, Madam President 

Debbie Weese, Past Madam President Edna Spikes and Past Madam President Gayle Howard.  

Rochester, NY 

Thanks to members of Eagles Auxiliary 52, babies born 

prematurely at area hospitals have "premie hats" to keep them 

warm. The hats are knitted by members of the Auxiliary and 

donated to the hospital. Also knitted by the Sisters are lap robes 

that are donated to area nursing homes.  

 



 

Fairless Hills, IN  

Fairless Hills, PA  Dannita Veter of the Alzheimer's Research Foundation accepted a donation of $1,500 from Eagles 

Aerie 2489. Presenting the check were Past Worthy President Tom Parsons, Past State President Ken Witt,a nd 

State President John Domer, and joining them for the occasion was Grand Worthy President John Potter.  

Maryland 

From all over Maryland, members of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 

came together in Frederick to participate in a Bowl-a-Thon to 

benefit the State Presidents' humanitarian charities. State 

Auxiliary President Tammy Payton has selected Alzheimer's 

Respite Program for Western Maryland as her project, and State 

Aerie President James Jenkins has selected the John Hendron 

Smith program, which assists Eagle members in distress. The first 

ever Bowl-a-Thon was an overwhelming success, raising over 

$13,600. A special thank you to the Patty Paladis Fund for providing the bowling alley. After the event, members and 

guests enjoyed a banquet at the Aerie 1136 in Brunswick. 

  

North Vancouver, BC 

Eagles Auxiliary 2638 donated $3,000 to the North Vancouver 

Hospice Campaign. Madam President Sandra Sudsbear (l) 

presented the check to Judy Savage of the Lions Gate Hospital 

Foundation. The money was raised at weekly bingo staffed by 

the Auxiliary, reports Madam Secretary Jeanette Gregg.  



 

Clinton, MO 

Children's Mercy Hospital's Cardiac Unit received a donation of 

$5,945 from Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 3667. The money was 

raised at a special fundraising event that drew praise from The 

Clinton Daily Democrat, which hailed the Eagles in an editorial 

for always being "among the very first to step forward and 

volunteer their financial help, membership, and Aerie home as 

a location for a fundraiser."  

Pictured are City Councilperson Kristi Kenney, Trustee Roy McCormack, Elvis tribute artist Jeff Bergen, Past Madam 

President Virginia Terry, Nicole Adams of Children's Mercy Hospital, and KCTV anchorperson Carolyn Long.  

Winter Springs, FL 

Winter Springs, FL  Residents of Lake Mary Health and Rehab 

received a special visit on Thursday, March 20, 2008. Members of 

the Seminole County Eagles Aerie and Auxiliary arrived to present 

residents with Easter baskets and brought along Peter Cottontail 

(Trustee Patrick Beers).  

 

Empty Easter baskets were provided to Aerie/Auxiliary 4449 members and filled by individual members. This was a 

three week project that brought members together on Wednesday evenings to receive their basket, decorate and fill 

their basket and finally a group trip to the local nursing and rehabilitation facility. The facility was selected because of 

members who have family residing there and members who have used the facility for rehabilitation purposes.  

Mr. Beers jokingly offered to play the role of Peter Rabbit for the Aerie holiday party and trip to the nursing facility if 

there was a costume for him to wear. Members secretly pitched in, located the costume and presented it to Mr. 

Beers. 

 

 



Lockhart, FL 

On May 31, Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 3643 held a Murder Mystery 

Dinner Play, "The Mafia Murders," to raise money for the Golden 

Eagle Fund's Alzheimer's project. A Casino Night followed. A total 

of $2,750 was raised.  

 

 

Abilene, KS 

On May 31, Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 2934 had a benefit for 

member Sonia Roe, who was diagnosed with cancer. The 

event consisted of a 110-mile motorcycle ride, food, 

raffles, auction and a dance. A total of $6505 was raised. 

"Hats off to all our Aeries and Auxiliaries that participated in 

this worthy cause," said Trustee Cindy McDowell. "We 

would also like to thank and acknowledge all who donated, 

worked and gave of themselves in order to help Sonia 

through her ordeal."  

Pictured are the planners of the event and Sonia, on the top left.  

Rush City, MN 

Eagles Aerie 2663 donated an Automated External Defibrillator to 

the local Sheriff's Dept. The $1,500 unit was presented to Cpl. 

Scott Sellman and Chisago County Sheriff Todd Rivard by Worthy 

President Ron Sellers. The equipment will help in medical 

emergencies involving the heart.  

 

 

 



 

Rock Springs, WY 

Members of Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 151 have been busy in their 

community, hosting special meals, auctions and raffles to help 

several families who have had difficult times lately.  

One family's grandson, another's great-granddaughter, and a third 

family's mother needed help with medical expenses, and the 

Eagles raised over $9,000 for them.  

When the Amrahamson family needed help, the Eagles stepped in with a donation of over $3,200.  

North Vernon, IN 

Last Christmas, Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 4097 hosted a holiday 

party for over 20 youngsters. Worthy President Joe Craig 

played Santa, and is shown holding three-week-old Austin Todd 

Holland, great-grandson of 20-year Eagle Julia Lambert.  

Local Eagles filled three boxes with new toys, clothing and 

canned goods for Jennings Villa Children's Home and the 

Ronald McDonald House, reports Madam Secretary Marilyn Cox. 

Alliance, OH 

The Alliance of Churches received a donation of $11,860.69 from 

Eagles Aerie 2174. It was presented by Worthy President Bob 

Foster, Secretary Jim Williamson and Trustee Kenny Grimes to 

Betty Rush. The donation will help area senior citizens in need of 

assistance.  

 

 

 



North Portland, OR 

Victims of last December's floods in Vernonia received food and 

supplies from Eagles Aerie/Auxiliary 3226 and the Portland 

Kiwanis Club. Eagle Rick Merck and his friend T.J. Woodland 

spearheaded a Spaghetti Dinner that raised over $2,000 for the 

cause. The Woodland Rose Country-Western Band donated its 

services, and a patron at the event kicked in an $1,000 donation. 

 
 

This information can also be found at www.foe.com. Click on Charities and continue to Contributions & Donations. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the Grand Madam President 

With the International Convention rapidly approaching, it is impossible for me to put 

into words the way my sisters have made me feel during my travels this past year. 

Humble, proud, special are just a few of the words that come to mind.  

I would also like to express my gratitude for your efforts in recruiting new members 

and supporting Eagle charities. When I took office, I asked for a net gain in 

membership this year instead of specifying a certain number of new members 

and/or Auxiliaries. This net gain is essential to grow our membership during Pat’s 

year as Grand Madam President and in the years ahead.  

My sisters, I congratulate you as I announce that 44 states and provinces achieved that net gain! While six did not 

experience a net gain, some of those Auxiliaries were very close.  

I am extremely proud of the monies given to charities and thank you for supporting my special projects—St. Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital and the American Eagle Foundation. The lucky winner of the AEF “Birds of Prey” show 

(or the beautifully framed picture of Mr. Lincoln) will be drawn on Monday during the Joint Opening. We will learn how 

much money was raised for St. Jude during the Tuesday morning session.  

Of course, I want to extend the invitation to all of my sisters to attend the Convention in Louisville, Kentucky next 

month, which promises to be a convention of “firsts.” You may have noticed that I earlier mentioned the Joint Opening 

Session. Yes, this will be the first time the Grand Aerie and Grand Auxiliary will come together to kick off the 

International Convention.  

One of my goals and John Potter’s goals at the beginning of the year was to improve communication between the 

Grand Aerie and Grand Auxiliary. Thanks to John, I feel we have made tremendous strides in this direction, which is 

reflected by the Grand Aerie and Grand Auxiliary conducting a Joint Opening Session.  

 

Message from our Presidents 
 



You will find an overview of the convention in this issue of the enewsletter. And while I don’t want to give away too 

many details about the exciting events planned, I want to mention that the Auxiliary—for the first time—will conduct a 

Junior Order of Eagles workshop on Monday at 1:30 p.m. The workshop is designed for Auxiliaries that would like to 

start a JOE club and those who have an existing club but may have questions.  

Thanks again for a wonderful year—and safe travel to the Convention.  

 

Yours in sisterhood, 

 
 
 
 

 
Margaret Cox      
 
 
 
 
 



Message from the Grand Worthy President 
 

In my last enewsletter communication, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to the 

membership for helping make this year tremendously successful. I especially want 

to express my gratitude to my committees and committee chairmen, the Grand 

Aerie officers, Grand Aerie employees and the Grand Auxiliary. It has been an 

honor to work with all of you.  

For me, the Disaster Relief Project was the highlight of the year. I appreciate your 

efforts to make this dream a reality within a short period of time. When we 

launched this project, my goal was to have one trailer stocked and ready to go by 

the 2008 Grand Convention in August. Now, it appears we will have 13 or more 

trailers ready by that time!  

The final tally showed dog tag sales—which benefited the Disaster Relief Project—topped $82,000. At the time this 

letter was written, donations for the entire project exceeded $300,000—including the trailers that were contributed. 

Again, thank you and congratulations!  

During my travels, many of you said you would like to help with the Disaster Relief Project as volunteers distributing 

supplies or as drivers (must have current commercial driver’s license). Unfortunately, A.N. “Sarge” Sargent, the 

project’s national director, has not received the names of all possible volunteers.  

If you would like to volunteer, please send Sarge your name (disasterrelief@foe.com) and contact details, which will 

help in creating a national data base. It will also assure that you are contacted when your local trailer is sent to a 

disaster site.  

During the coming year, I encourage you to continue to recruit new members and support your local Auxiliaries. It has 

been a great privilege to work with Grand Madam President Margaret Cox this past year—we had a wonderful 

working relationship. I recommend that you focus on communication and foster a spirit of cooperation with your local 

Auxiliary because everyone benefits.  



Lastly, I request that you show Jim Roberts, the new Grand Worthy President, and Pat Durham, the new Grand 

Madam President, the same dedicated and enthusiastic support you provided Margaret and me during the past year. 

As we traveled the countries, you proved again and again that by working together, we can make incredible progress 

as “People Helping People.”  

Thanks again for a wonderful year—and God bless you.  

Yours in brotherhood, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Potter 
 
 
 
 

This information can also be found at www.foe.com, click on eNews and continue to Presidents’ Messages. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Editor, 

On behalf of Special Olympics Montana, I want to thank the Montana Fraternal Order of Eagles for their support and 

recent donation of $31,313.60.  

This donation will help Special Olympics Montana serve more children and adults with intellectual disabilities as they 

train for life through sports. As an athlete-centered, family-based and volunteer-driven movement, the Montana 

Fraternal Order of Eagles support makes a significant difference in the lives of people who are, all too often, viewed 

with indifference.  

At our recent State Summer Games, 1,000 athletes from 76 teams came together to compete in eleven Olympic-type 

sports and celebrate their hard work and achievements. During these Games, 27 year-old Keough Duffy ran up to me 

with a beaming smile, gave me a big hug, looked at me with a twinkle in her eyes and said with confidence, "I feel 

really good about myself". When I asked why, she said, "Because everyone here treats me like I want to be."  

When I give thought to Keough's comments I realize that the joy she expressed about "to be" had everything to do 

with "to belong". To belong for a Special Olympics athlete is to be like you and me. To be treated the same. Not 

different, just the same.  

I suppose this is a blinding glimpse of the obvious, but if not for the support of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Special 

Olympics athletes would not have opportunities to be part of our communities and "to be" accepted, respected and 

valued - core ingredients "to belong".  

 

Letters to the Editor 
 



Thanks again to the Fraternal Order of Eagles, for giving so generously of your time, talent and treasure to programs 

like Special Olympics. As a fraternal order of people helping people, your support does much to enrich the lives of 

athletes, families and communities. You are a gift and blessing indeed!  

With much gratitude,  

Bob Norbie, President/CEO 

Special Olympics Montana  

 

 
 
This information can also be found at www.foe.com. Click on eNews and continue to Letters to the Editor.  


